
Getting Your Hands Dirty 
Mark 4:1-20 

 
Know ye not this parable? and how then will ye know all parables? 

 
I.  DESCRIBING ALL PEOPLE   

 
Wayside  =  (not interested) 
 
Stony  = (shallow) 
 
Thorny = (preoccupied) 
 
Good  = (fruitful) 
 
 
General Observations: 
 
 
 

II. DEFINING OUR PROBLEM 
 

 
A. IMPROPER (CRITERIA) FOR SUCCESS 

 
B. EXHAUSTING (METHODOLOGY) 

 
 
 

III. DETERMINING OUR PRIORITY 
 

(Invest) in good soil  (v.20) 
 

(Shake off) bad soil  (Mark 6:11, Mark 10:17-22) 
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A. All about SEED 

(1Pet 1:23; Rom 10:17; 1Thes 2:13; 1Pet 4:11; Col 4:6) 
 

 
B. All about SOIL 

 
Description of BAD soil: 
Intellectuals, people of influence and high social status (1Cor 1:26) 
Good moral people (Luke 5:31-32) 
Wealthy people (Luke 18:24-25) 

 
Description of GOOD soil: 
“Bad” people  (Luke 5:32) 
Poor people (James 2:5) 
Young people (Matt 18:3) 
Uneducated and powerless people (1Cor1:27) 
Insignificant and those who are discriminated against (1Cor 1:28-29) 

 
 

John 4:35  Say not ye, There are yet four months, and 
then cometh harvest? behold, I say unto you, Lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields; for they are white al-
ready to harvest. 
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