
Start Small – Grow Large  
Mark 4:30-34 

 
MEN – likened unto TREES 
Psalm 1:1-3, Isaiah 61:1-3, Psalm 92:12   
 
 
I. The Kingdom of God starts SMALL  Mark 4:31 

 
Accusation & Responses: 
 
1. The Kingdom of God starts small – physically. 

You enter it as an INDIVIDUAL. 
 

2. The Kingdom of God starts small – with respect to the CREDI-
BILITY given to it by the world. 

1Cor 1:18-29 
 
 

II. The Kingdom of God grows LARGE  v.32a   
 
The Kingdom (God’s people) is the seed – planted in the earth 
(world society). 
 
Catholics:  Monastery theology 
Christians:  Similarly isolate ourselves by creating our own little communities that 
provide every area of life – eliminating the need to interact with the “sinful world.” 
 
You GROW as a believer in Jesus Christ – by interacting with 3 
ELEMENTS. 

 
Divine Revelation – time alone with God – Bible study / prayer.  
v.34 
 
Nurturing Relationships – the Christian life is designed to be 
lived in community. 
 

“Two or Three”   
Ecc 4:9-12, Deut 17:6, Matt 18:16-20, 1Tim 5:19, 1Cor 14:27-29 

 
Apostolic Mission – being SENT OUT to reach others.  (“2 x 2”) 
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These 3 ELEMENTS – make up the D-N-A of any healthy body. 
 
This DNA needs to be evident in EACH CELL – not just in the 
body as a whole. 
 
When we start small – and do these things well in small groups 
(two or three) – then God will cause the growth to be great. 
 

1. The Kingdom of God is great – numerically. 
 
2. The Kingdom of God is great – in significance. 
 
3. The Kingdom of God is great – in outreach. 

“shooteth out great branches” 
 

 
III. The Kingdom of God attracts DEVILS  v.32b 

 
Mark 4:4 & 4:15 – define the fowls as the devil. 
Job 40:15 & 40:22 
 
DON’T BE SURPRISED! 
Matthew 7:15, Revelation 2:13, 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 
 
How do we determine who is being used by an unclean spirit? 

 
 

Conclusion:  
If we FOCUS (our VISION) on doing these SMALL things well … 
… then the Kingdom of God can grow GREAT! 
 
 
My Response to what I heard today:  
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